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MD H2E Founding Partners



MD H2E Success Story

•
 

Hospital Green Teams

•
 

Awards

•
 

Champion for Change 2007, 
 2008, 2009 from H2E/PGH

•
 

Green Leadership for Non‐
 Profit 2008 from US GBC 

 Maryland

•
 

Media Recognition

•
 

Grant Funding (4 years +)



Green Team Logos



Why Partner?

•
 

Technical expertise

•
 

Finite resources

•
 

Overlapping missions

•
 

Long term sustainability

•
 

Statewide credibility



University 
 of 

 Maryland 
 School of 
 Nursing



• Presidential Support
• Advisory Board Member
• Meeting Space
• Newsletter Distribution (C‐Level)
• Communication Department
• Legislative Liaison
• Patient Safety Center



Green Teams Efforts: 
Promoting Health, Safety, and Sustainability

Facilitator:  JOAN D. PLISKO, PhD, Technical Director, MDH2E

Panel:
VICTORIA E. STEWART, MBA, Director, Business Operations, 

Perioperative Services &
DENISE CHOINIERE, RN, BSN, Environmental Health Coordinator, 

University of Maryland Medical Center

COLLEEN CUSICK, RN, Clinical Products Specialist, Materials 

 Management Department, Johns Hopkins Health System



This is to recognize

 
Hospital Center

 
as a partner in Maryland Hospitals for a Healthy Environment (MD H2E).

 
As such, this facility has pledged to reduce the generation of waste, eliminate mercury, prevent pollution, 

and implement other environmental programs to promote sustainability in healthcare.

 Proud MD H2E Partner since 2006

 Presented on June 5th

 

2007

Cal Pierson, 
President, Maryland Hospital Association

Barbara Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAAN
MD H2E Program Director, Univ. of MD School of Nursing

Shari T. Wilson
Secretary, Maryland Department of the Environment

Sandra Bryan, MHA, BSN, RN, BC
President, Maryland Nurses Association

Laura Brannen
Executive Director, Hospitals for a Healthy Environment
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Maryland Department of the 
 Environment

Pollution Prevention Coordinator helped start MD H2E!

Grants:
Mercury audits
PVC/DEHP audits
Energy audits

Regulatory Interpretation:
Regulated Medical Waste

Fluorescent Bulbs

Technical Assistance:
Environmental Management Systems

Electronics Recycling



Maryland Technology Extension 
 Service & Maryland Department of 

 the Environment

In 2009, Maryland’s first hospital trained in this Free program!



I encourage DHMH to 

 
consider enrolling all of 

 
its healthcare facilities as 

 
partners.  The tools and 

 
services they receive 

 
from the program would 

 
serve to enhance the 

 
current state agency 

 
environmental 

 
compliance initiative.





Featuring:
‐

 
Green Guide for Health Care

 
‐

 
Maryland H2E

‐

 
Practice Green Health

 
‐

 
CSD Architects

‐

 
MedStar Health

 
‐

 
Doo Consulting

U.S. Green Building Council –
 Maryland Chapter

LEEDING THE WAY FOR HEALTHCARE IN MARYLAND: 
Critical Issues for Health Institutions



Maryland Department of Agriculture



http://onelesscar.org/page.php?id=140&subid=156


•
 
County Contacts 

•
 
Diversion Rates for Maryland 

•
 
Member Yellow Pages 

•
 
Other Recycling 

 Organizations 
•

 
Other Recycling Info Sites 

•
 
Solution Center

•
 
mdrecycles.org



Pharmaceuticals



Vendors are Key

Types of Support
• Technical
• Financial
• Regulatory 

Criteria
• Sustainable?
• Track Record?
• Violations?
• References?



• American Hospital Association (www.aha.org)
• American Nurses Association 

 (www.nursingworld.org)
• American Society of Health System Pharmacists 

 (www.ashp.org/)
• Association for Healthcare Resource and Materials 

 Managers (www.ahrmm.org/) 
• American Association of Occupational Health Nurses 

 (www.aohn.org)
• U.S. Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org)
• National Recyclers Coalition (www.nrc‐recycling.org)
• Department of the Environment (www.epa.org)
• Department of Health  (www.hhs.gov)
• Department of Agriculture (www.usda.gov)

Sample Resources (find your local chapter)

http://www.aha.org/
http://www.nrc-recycling.org/


Questions?

Joan D. Plisko, Ph.D.,  
Technical Director
410‐706‐2107

plisko@son.umaryland.edu
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