
THE CASE FOR CHANGE

Institute of Medicine:

Tens of thousands of Americans die each 
year from medical errors.

Centers for Disease Control: 

Approximately 1.7 million patients develop 
infections in hospitals each year that 
contribute to 99,000 deaths.

THE CASE FOR CHANGE

Of the fourteen industries with the 
highest numbers of occupational 
injuries/illnesses, three are in 
health care. Hospitals have the 
greatest number of occupational 
injuries/illnesses (2005 data).

Workgroups
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The Built Environment

CSR/Public Policy 
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Catholic Healthcare West
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Presbyterian Healthcare System
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St. Joseph’s Health System

University of California, San Francisco 

University of Chicago 

University of Michigan

University of Pittsburgh 
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(partial list)

Center for Health Design*

Health Care Without Harm*

Practice Greenhealth*

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

Institute for Healthcare Improvement

US Environmental Protection Agency

US Department of Energy 

US Department of Defense

American Institute of Architects

American Nurses Association

Joint Commission

Green Guide for Health Care

Group Purchasing Organizations

Broadlane

Consorta

Novation

Premier 

* Co-founding Partners of GHSI

THE CASE FOR CHANGE

Established links between environmental exposures 
and health…

Dioxin: Medical waste incineration of PVC-containing 
gloves, IV bags, tubing and other plastic products 
continues to be a source of dioxin, a known 
carcinogen.

Indoor Air Quality: Poor air quality has been 
identifi ed as the most frequent cause of work-related 
asthma in health care workers.

Large Eco-footprint: Health facilities are energy, 
water, waste and hazardous material intensive 
institutions 

Energy Use: Round the clock operation consumes huge amounts of energy. Hospitals expend twice as much total 
energy per square foot as traditional offi ce space.

A Social Movement Providing 
Leadership to Increase Patient Safety, 
Worker/Workplace Safety, and 
Environmental Health in Health Care

The Global Health 
& Safety Initiative

Safe Patients = Good Health Care Safe Workers = Good Business Safe Environment = Good for the World

TANGIBLE BENEFITS FOR HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS— MULTIPLE BENEFITS FOR SOCIETY

THE NEW HEALTH CARE FOOTPRINT TOOL
GHSI member health care systems can: 
• measure their energy use and CO2 emissions.

• evaluate other key environmental indicators e.g. waste 
generation, water use, toxic chemicals burden, and 
transportation.

• have access to the services of Practice Greenhealth to 
reduce their overall eco-footprint, reduce energy use 
and greenhouse gas emissions, improve building design 
and develop more effi cient operations.

• collectively showcase the leadership efforts of health 
systems in addressing an important societal issue

An open-source, searchable 
database on innovative 

design recommendations, 
including 150+ innovations in 
place at Kaiser Permanente, 
recommendations from the 

Center for Health Design Pebble 
Projects, and project ideas from 
hospitals that have incorporated 

suggestions from the Green Guide 
to Health Care.

THE NEW 
GLOBAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 

INITIATIVE WEBSITE 

<www.globalhealthsafety.org>

Allows hospitals quick and easy 
access to information, tools and 
educational opportunities, and 

also provides a place for member 
systems to showcase their 

progress.  

THE RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE
Timely research to inform purchasing, design and 
operations decisions that impact patient, worker and 
environmental health and safety. Examples include:
• the business case for greener and safer hospital designs

• hospital emissions and improvement strategies

• a process to build safety and sustainability into service 
agreements

• effectiveness of greener cleaners

• alternatives to vinyl fl ooring

• evidence-based design evaluation

Eco-footprint and energy 
management tools specifi c to 

health care that will help hospital 
leaders get in front of a growing 
regulatory and public relations 
concern about global warming, 
energy use and greenhouse gas 

emissions

All the major GPO’s cooperating 
to develop specifi cations for 
safer and environmentally 

preferred products and supplies—
no other industry has done this

Research, public policy and 
corporate social responsibility 

agendas that support top 
priorities for health systems, such 

as demonstrating community 
benefi t and supporting not-for-

profi t status.

A powerful public 
policy agenda on issues of safety 

and sustainability—including 
safer chemicals policy, climate 
protection, patient and worker 

safety and public health. 

A HEALTHIER PURCHASING STRATEGY
GHSI member health care systems can:
• have access to a shared, web-based resource 

tool with model, environmentally preferable 
specs, positive case studies and product 
information on hundreds of products.

• help drive collective purchasing decisions 
within GHSI.

• access a priority list of products that will 
accelerate the introduction of safer alternatives 
in the market at competitive prices.  

* transform the market, lowering prices for safer 
and more sustainable products and increasing 
access to those products.

Join leading health systems, NGO’s, 
governmental organizations, academia, 
businesses and others and help make 
health care safer, healthier and more 

environmentally sustainable.  

TOGETHER—WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE!

For additional information visit 
www.globalhealthsafety.org

PHAROS
A new resource that can 
help architects choose 

healthier building 
materials within a life-

cycle perspective. 

PRACTICE 
GREENHEALTH 

Offering teleconferences, 
tools, awards, consulting 
services, and access to 

online energy auction  
services.




